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Sceptical Problems

The Uniformity Principle

P1) The sun has risen every day in the past

P2) The future will be conformable to the past

C) The sun will rise tomorrow (The future will be
conformable to the past).

The Fallacy of Begging the Question

Causation

Necessary Connexions?

Constant Conjunctions?
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Sceptical solutions

1 The Principle of Custom is Hume’s sceptical solution.

2 A belief is ‘nothing but a more vivid, lively, forcible, firm,
steady conception of an object, than what the imagination
alone is ever able to obtain’.

3 Belief can make an idea approach an impression in force and
vivacity and this allows ideas to have an influence equal to
impressions in terms of actuating the will. (see Buckle, 2001:
94)

4 Hume does not want to provide a justification for our beliefs,
rather, he wants to explain their origin.

5 Belief depends on custom.
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Enquiry section 6 - ‘Of Probability’

How do we develop beliefs?

1 We develop beliefs based on the observation of constant
conjunctions.

2 Why do I believe that throwing dry wood on the fire will
augment, rather than extinguish, the flame?

3 Brightness and Dullness of Beliefs.

4 Demonstrations, Proofs and Probabilities.

5 Proofs - no room for doubt or opposition. The feeling of
necessity, but not logical necessity.

6 An Enquriy Concerning Human Understanding.
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Enquiry Section 8 - Of Liberty and Necessity

Can Liberty and Necessity be combined?

Libertarians

Hard Determinists

Compatibilists (there is a genuine distinction between actions
that are free and those that are not).



Hume’s Reconciling Project

1 ‘All men have ever agreed in the doctrine both of necessity
and of liberty, according to any reasonable sense, which can
be put on these terms... The whole controversy has hitherto
turned merely upon words’ (E 81).

2 The Laws of Nature and Necessary Forces.
3 ‘Beyond the constant conjunction of similar objects, and the

consequent inference from one to the other, we have no
notion of any necessity or connexion’ (E 82).

4 Uniformity amongst the actions of men.
5 Traveller’s Tales.
6 Cause & Effect - A Broken Clock - A Person of obliging

disposition giving a peevish answer.
7 Human Behaviour: We infer from past events to future events.

‘Have we not reason, therefore, to affirm that all makind have
always agreed in the doctrine of necessity according to the
foregoing definition and explication of it?’ (E 89).
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Hume’s Reconciling Project

1 Politics, Morals and the Criticism of Authors and Poets.

2 The inference from motives to voluntary actions and from
character to conduct is essential.

3 The Prisoner and the Unity of the series of Natural and Moral
events.

4 The honest friend, the fire and the bag of gold.

5 Why have people failed to recognise the doctrine of necessity
in human actions?

6 There can be no idea of necessity or causality except for
constant conjunctions.

7 ‘By Liberty, then, we can only mean a power of acting or not
acting, according to the determinations of the will’ (E 95).
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Hume’s Reconciling Project

3 Definitions of Liberty

Liberty 1: Libertarian liberty - opposed to necessity.

Liberty 2: A person is an agent in respect to what they do
and are therefore responsible for their actions. (Intentional
actions, as opposed to Snoring).

Liberty 3: Action without subjection to coercion
(socio-political freedom).

‘Whatever definition we may give of liberty, we should be
careful to observe two requisite circumstances; first, that it be
consistent with plain matter of fact; secondly, that it be
consistent with itself.’ (E 95)
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Free Will



Hume’s Project and Morality

Is Hume’s account of freedom and necessity compatible with
moral responsibility?

1 ‘There is no method of reasoning more common, and yet none
more blameable, than, in philosophical disputes, to endeavour
the refutation of any hypothesis, by a pretence of its
dangerous consequences to religion and morality’ (E 96).

2 Hume argues that his account is not only consistent with
morality, but absolutely essential to its support.

3 Objection - Necessity all the way down?

4 Is the ultimate author of our volitions the Creator of the
world?
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The Problem of Evil

Augustine (c.354-c.430)

Evil is a ’Privation of Good’

Free will is a supremely valuable
capacity



The Problem of Evil

Leibniz 1646-1716

The Best of All Possible Worlds



Hume’s Dilemma



Reading

1 THIS WEEK: Hume’s Enquiry Section VIII

2 NEXT WEEK: Hume’s Enquiry Sections X & XI
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